
February 28, 2023 
Testimony to the Connecticut Assembly, Joint Housing Committee, in support of HB 6781. 
 
Dear Sen. Moore, Rep. Luxemburg, and distinguished members of the Joint Housing Committee:  
 
My name is Dina O’Neil, and I am a caseworker at Columbus House, a New Haven-based nonprofit 
organization that provides services for people at risk of and experiencing homelessness. I work in the 
Supportive Services for Veterans and Families division, meaning that I assist veterans and their 
families with finding housing. My work helps both prevent homelessness and help veterans who have 
become homeless get back on their feet. I am writing in support of HB 6781, and strongly support an 
amendment to preemptively seal records of tenants’ no-fault evictions.  
 
Since I began working at Columbus House last year, I have been on the front lines of Connecticut’s 
housing affordability crisis. We cannot let things remain as they are. In my job, I regularly see entire 
families become homeless after being forced to leave their homes because they can no longer afford 
the rent. Often, my clients have lived in their homes for a decade or more – and suddenly have their 
lives turned upside down. This crisis is personal for me as well: despite working full-time, I know 
that at any point, my landlord could raise my rent and I could be facing an eviction. The state amply 
protects landlords, but we urgently need to do more to protect tenants.  
 
Many of my clients are on the brink of losing their housing. Because I work with veterans, I am able 
to help my clients access a various range of fiscal resources to help get them stabilize their housing. 
But even when they are able to afford new housing, it is often impossible for my clients to find a 
place to live because of a prior eviction. Many of my clients faced summary process actions that never 
actually culminated in eviction, were evicted for minor lease violations or lapse of time, or were 
evicted before they got a housing voucher. Some even faced illegal evictions. Even so, many landlords 
see my clients’ prior eviction and immediately turn away their rental application.  
 
It would make a big difference for my clients and their families if an old eviction record or a minor 
or no-fault eviction didn’t stand forever in the way of housing security. The antidiscrimination 
provisions included in Section 11 of this bill are a good start, but the burden cannot be on renters, 
who are often experiencing housing crises, to file a complaint with the Commission on Human Rights 
and Opportunities. For this reason, I strongly support changes to the bill to preemptively seal summary 
process records in cases that did not end in eviction within 30 calendar days, and to seal all eviction 
records after two years. These changes would allow me to better serve the veterans I work with in 
finding and maintaining housing they can afford – and protect veterans.  
 
Even worse, thousands of low-income Connecticut residents are not able to get housing vouchers. In 
my work, I witness the devastation that housing insecurity and homelessness wreaks on families every 
single day. The Rental Assistance Program increases contained in this bill would be a huge help for 
the thousands of Connecticut residents who are struggling to make ends meet.  
 
For these reasons, I strongly urge the committee to support HB 6781 with an amendment to 
preemptively seal eviction records.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, and please contact me if you have further questions. 
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